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Introduction

Today’s e-books are electronic versions of their 
paper forebears. As reader software becomes 
more sophisticated and human readers and 
authors become more comfortable with e-book 
technology, e-books will become more interactive.

This document accompanies a prototype of an 
interactive e-book version of the Harry Potter 
series and describes how users would interact 
with it. The prototype shows how readers might 
access supplemental information that could be 
built into the e-book or linked to in related books. 

The Harry Potter example illustrates not just one 
interactive e-book but also a platform that could 
support many similar books. Interactive e-book 
platforms will emerge. Platform battles are won 
by attracting developers, which means building 
scale, which means opening up a lead early.
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Actionable Text
All text within the book is selectable,
but certain text provides enhanced functionality.

Pop-Over
Pop-over windows appear over the book content,
giving the reader more information
while maintaining the context of the book.

Full-Screen Feature
Full-screen features are aware of the user’s current reading progress
within the book (and within a larger collection/series). Characters,
events, and location that have not yet been introduced will not be
revealed to the reader but like printed books, we give users the option
to jump ahead if they wish.

Characters

Reader Single Character Pop-Over

Tim
elines

Reader Single Event Pop-Over Entire Book Timeline
The pop-over expands to full-screen and centers on the
selected event. The user can swipe the timeline and advance
or tap on events to view more details.

M
aps

Reader Single Location Pop-Over Entire Book Map
The pop-over expands to full-screen and centers on the selected
location. The user can pan and zoom around the map and tap on
locations to view more details. Pinching in or out changes the
information density of the map.

Entire Book Family Tree
The pop-over expands to full-screen and centers on the
selected character. The reader can tap on other characters
or the links between characters. Pinching in or out changes
the information density of the tree.
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Tap a character name

Tap View Tree Access to
Timelines and Maps

Access to
Characters and Maps

Access to
Characters and Timelines

Tap outside to return Tap close to return

Tap a smart event

Tap View Timeline

Tap outside to return Tap close to return

Tap a smart location

Tap View Map

Tap outside to return Tap close to return
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The diagram at right shows preliminary thinking for 
creating a consistent and flexible UI structure for 
developing interactive e-book features on a touch 
screen Kindle. These features can also work on 
Kindles with 5-way selectors.

The horizontal (blue) rows represent different 
features. The vertical (pink) columns represent the 
UI elements. Moving from left to right, the user is 
presented with more information.

If the term is included in related book
e.g.,  Characters show Relations

 Timelines show Context

 Maps show Location

If the term is included within the book’s 
supplimentary information
e.g.,  Glossary show Definition

If the term is not included in related books
or in the book’s supplimentary information
e.g., Common words show Dictionary definition

Overview Model
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Imagine being able to tap any character name in a book
and use an interactive “family tree.” The interactive cast 
of characters not only includes details about the selected 
character, but also the character’s relationship to other char-
acters, what events the character was involved in, when 
those happened, and be able to jump directly to other places 
where the character appears.

Cast of Characters



Single tap.

See next page.
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We begin in the Reader booklet. Please note that we 
have implemented our typographic recommenda-
tions to the design of the Reader screens.

Reader 6.1 Reader

Cast of Characters

6.2 Tap and Hold

Users have access to existing features by performing a tap and 

hold. Note: This screen is not included in the screen-based demo 

because it is an aside from the main flow.



Single tap.

See next page.
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The user tapped the name of a character and the
character pop-over appears displaying an image, 
name, basic stats, and a short description of the 
character.

The user can view the entire cast of characters,
and has access to the existing menu of options such 
as highlighting, notes, translation, dictionary, Wiki-
pedia, and report errors.

Character Pop-Over 7.1 Character Pop-Over

Cast of Characters

7.2 More...

Users have access to existing features via the more button. Note: 

This screen is not included in the screen-based demo because it is 

an aside from the main flow.



Close to return to pop-over.

Single tap outside to dismiss details pop-over.

See next page.

Scroll to reveal more character info.

The user has access to other full-screen features to learn about 

Locations and Events associated with this character.

Show Future Characters

Features are aware of the user’s current reading progress within 

the book (and within a larger collection/series). Characters that 

have not yet been introduced will not be revealed to the reader 

but like printed books, we give users the option to jump ahead if 

they wish.

List View See page 14.
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The user tapped the Character button from the char-
acter pop-over and is presented with a full-screen, 
interactive feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Character One

Cast of Characters



Details pop-over is dismissed.

Panning, zooming, and tapping of other characters is enabled.

Drag finger down and right.

See next page.
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The user tapped outside the details pop-over to en-
able panning, zooming, and tapping of other charac-
ters.

Full-Screen Feature
Dismiss

Cast of Characters



Single Tap.

See next page.
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The user panned around the cast of characters full-
screen feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Pan

Cast of Characters



Single tap outside to dismiss details pop-over.

See next page.
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The user tapped a thumbnail image from the cast of 
characters full-screen feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Character Two

Cast of Characters



Pinch fingers together.

See next page.
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The user tapped outside the details pop-over to en-
able panning, zooming, and tapping of other charac-
ters.

Full-Screen Feature
Dismiss

Cast of Characters



Single tap.

See next page.
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The user pinched two fingers together to shrink the 
page and see more of the cast of characters.

Full-Screen Feature
Zoom Out

Cast of Characters



Drag finger down.

See next page.
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Cast of Characters

The user tapped the list view option from the tool 
bar at the top of the screen.

Full-Screen Feature
List View



Tap any character listing to view more details.

Pinch fingers outward.

See next page.
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Cast of Characters

The user scrolled the list view up.

Full-Screen Feature
Scroll



Pinch fingers together

to return to list view.
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Cast of Characters

The user pinched two fingers outward to expand the 
character image and view it full screen.

Full-Screen Feature
Expanded Image
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Imagine being able to tap any event or date within a book 
and use an interactive timeline. The interactive timeline not 
only includes details about the selected event, but also what 
characters were involved, and where the event was located.

Timelines



Single tap.

See next page.
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We begin in the Reader booklet. Please note that we 
have implemented our typographic recommenda-
tions to the design of the Reader screens.

Reader

Timelines



Single tap.

See next page.

Event pop-over contains the event name

and a short description.

Access to existing features such as highlighting, notes, 

translation, dictionary, Wikipedia, and report errors.

Tap anywhere outside the event pop-over to dismiss it

and return to the reading.
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The user tapped the name of an event and the
event pop-over appears displaying the event name 
and a short description.

The user can view the entire timeline and has access 
to the existing menu of options such as highlighting, 
notes, translation, dictionary, Wikipedia, and report 
errors.

Event Pop-Over

Timelines



Close to return to pop-over.

Single tap outside to dismiss details pop-over.

See next page.

Scroll to reveal more event info.

The user has access to other full-screen features to learn about 

Locations and Characters associated with this event.

Show Future Events

Features are aware of the user’s current reading progress within the 

book (and within a larger collection/series). Events that have not yet 

happened will not be revealed to the reader but like printed books, 

we give users the option to jump ahead if they wish.

Day/Week/Month/Year View
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The user tapped the Timeline button from the event 
pop-over and is presented with a full-screen, inter-
active feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Event One

Timelines



Drag finger right.

See next page.
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The user tapped outside the details pop-over to en-
able panning and tapping of timeline items.

Full-Screen Feature
Dismiss

Timelines

t



Drag finger right.

See next page.
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The user panned around the timeline full-screen 
feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Pan

Timelines

t



Single tap.

See next page.
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The user panned around the timeline full-screen 
feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Pan

Timelines



The user has access to other full-screen features to learn about 

Locations and Characters associated with this event. The system 

checks to see if the user owns the referenced book, and if not, 

then displays the Buy Book button.
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The user tapped an event item from the timeline 
full-screen feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Event Two

Timelines
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Imagine being able to tap any location—a world, city,
or even building —in a book and get an interactive map.
The interactive map not only includes details about the
selected location, but also what events happened there,
who was involved, and when it happened.

Maps



Single tap.

See next page.
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We begin in the Reader booklet. Please note that we 
have implemented our typographic recommenda-
tions to the design of the Reader screens.

Reader

Maps



Single tap.

See next page.

Pop-over contains location name and a small map preview.

Access to existing features such as highlighting, notes, 

translation, dictionary, Wikipedia, and report errors.

Tap anywhere outside the location pop-over to dismiss it

and return to the reading.
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The user tapped the name of a location and the
location pop-over appears displaying the location 
name and a small map preview.

The user can view the entire map and has access to 
the existing menu of options such as highlighting, 
notes, translation, dictionary, Wikipedia, and report 
errors.

Location Pop-Over

Maps



Close to return to pop-over.

Single tap outside to dismiss details pop-over.

See next page.

Scroll to reveal more location info.

The user has access to other full-screen features to learn about 

Events and Characters associated with this location.

Show Characters overlaid on the map just like The Marauder’s Map.

Muggle View displays a “real” view of the world.
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The user tapped the Map button from the location 
pop-over and is presented with a full-screen, inter-
active feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Details

Maps



Details pop-over is dismissed.

Panning, zooming, and tapping of other locations is enabled.

Pinch fingers outward.

See next page.
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The user tapped outside the details pop-over to en-
able panning, zooming, and tapping of locations.

Full-Screen Feature
Dismiss

Maps



The map becomes higher fidelity

the more users zoom in.
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The user pinched two fingers outward to expand the 
map and see more details. Notice the map becomes 
higher fidelity the more users zoom in.

Full-Screen Feature
Zoom In

Maps
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Imagine being able to expand your reading experience by 
plugging in supplemental content purchased from the Kindle 
Store. Many popular books include a complex and rich
mythology which devoted followers crave, devour, and even 
create themselves, extending the stories. Think of how many 
fans would buy Fantastic Beasts and Where To Find Them
to plug into their Harry Potter books.

Plug-in Content



Single tap.

See next page.
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We begin in the Reader booklet. Please note that we 
have implemented our typographic recommenda-
tions to the design of the Reader screens.

Reader

Plug-in Content



Single tap.

See next page.

Pop-over contains an image, name, basic stats,

and short description of the dragon.

Access to existing features such as highlighting, notes, 

translation, dictionary, Wikipedia, and report errors.

Tap anywhere outside the dragon pop-over to dismiss it

and return to the reading.
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The user tapped the name of a dragon and the
dragon pop-over appears displaying an image, 
name, basic stats, and a short description of the 
dragon.

The user can view the “Fantastic Beasts” content, 
and has access to the existing menu of options such 
as highlighting, notes, translation, dictionary, Wiki-
pedia, and report errors.

Dragon Pop-Over

Plug-in Content



Tap the top portion of the screen to invoke the chrome

and tap the back button to return to the dragon pop-over.

Tap any dragon listing to view more details.

Pinch fingers outward.

See next page.
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The user tapped the Fantastic Beasts button from 
the dragon pop-over and is presented with a full-
screen, interactive feature.

Full-Screen Feature
Fantastic Beasts

Plug-in Content



Pinch fingers together

to return to Fantastic Beasts feature.
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The user pinched two fingers outward to expand the 
dragon image and view it full screen.

Full-Screen Feature
Expanded Image

Plug-in Content


